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Disclaimer

Conformément au réglement (CEE, Euratom) n°® 354/83 du Conseil du 1er février 1983
concernant I'ouverture au public des archives historiques de la Communauté économique
européenne et de la Communauté européenne de I'énergie atomique (JO L 43 du 15.2.1983,
p. 1), tel que modifié par le réglement (CE, Euratom) n° 1700/2003 du 22 septembre 2003
(JO L 243 du 27.9.2003, p. 1), ce dossier est ouvert au public. Le cas échéant, les documents
classifies présents dans ce dossier ont été déclassifies conformément a I'article 5 dudit
reglement.

In accordance with Council Regulation (EEC, Euratom) No 354/83 of 1 February 1983
concerning the opening to the public of the historical archives of the European Economic
Community and the European Atomic Energy Community (OJ L 43, 15.2.1983, p. 1), as
amended by Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1700/2003 of 22 September 2003 (OJ L 243,
27.9.2003, p. 1), this file is open to the public. Where necessary, classified documents in this
file have been declassified in conformity with Article 5 of the aforementioned regulation.

In Ubereinstimmung mit der Verordnung (EWG, Euratom) Nr. 354/83 des Rates vom 1.
Februar 1983 uber die Freigabe der historischen Archive der Europdaischen
Wirtschaftsgemeinschaft und der Europaischen Atomgemeinschaft (ABI. L 43 vom 15.2.1983,
S. 1), geandert durch die Verordnung (EG, Euratom) Nr. 1700/2003 vom 22. September 2003
(ABI. L 243 vom 27.9.2003, S. 1), ist diese Datei der Offentlichkeit zugénglich. Soweit
erforderlich, wurden die Verschlusssachen in dieser Datei in Ubereinstimmung mit Artikel 5
der genannten Verordnung freigegeben.
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ENV/ 364/ 76=E

COMMUNICATION OF THE COMMISSION CONCERNING THE
STATE CF PROGRESS OF THE FUROPEAN COMMUNITY'S 'EI‘TV':IZROI\TMEW.[| PROGRAIVME

AS AT 15 NOVEMBER 19761

-—-_—-----—---~----—------—~—----~

As the Council is starting to discuss the draft resolution on the
continuation and implementation of a.Europecn Community policy end
action programme on the environment for the lnex'b five yea.rsz, the
Commission, in answer to the wish expressed ty the Council Vorking
Party on the Envirorment, will describe below the progress aohieyed
in the work at Community level since 22 Nowvember 1973, .both in th‘eA
fiold of pollution control and in that of the improvement of the .

environment,
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) YI: POLLUTION COMTROL
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1. Objective 58_5_95é_r_n_ep_t_og_t_}_x,e_d_g_n,gegs_t hwnan heslih_and the

environment prescnted by _pollviion : : -~
Annexed hareto is a detailed account of the work carried out with a view
to assessing objectively the dangers to human health ard the environment
presented by pollution., The work related pr;marily to lead and itas
compounds organohaiogen and ox;ganopliosphorus compounds, hydrocarbons
with probable caroinogenic effects, sulphur compounds associated with
suspended particles, oxides of nitrogon and carbon, photochemical
oxidants, asbestos, vanadium, inorganic micropollutants and noise. This
work has led to the drafting of reports and, in some cases, of draft

directives which are discussed in detail in the Annex hereto.

gee Council Declaration of 22 November 1973 (o.r Yo c 112,
20 December 1973).

sece OJ No C 115, 24 May 1976,
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IT, Prevention and Roduction of watexr pollution.

l, Fresh water

Some very important work has been undertaken at Community level in

relation to combatting fresh water pollution and some striking results

have been achieved. The work was especially concerned with ¢

~ the definition of quality objectives;

- the reduction of pollution caused by certain dangerous substances
discharged into the aquatic environment;

- the reduction of pollution caused by certain industrial activities;

= the participation by the Community in Intermational Conventions,

A. Quality objectives

1., Dircctives adopted by the Council

On the Commission's proposal, the Council adopted two directives

— a directive on the quality required of surface waters intended
for the abstraction of drinking water, adopted on June 16 1975(1);

~ a directive concerning the pollution of fresh and sca bathing
water, adopted on December 8, 1975(2).

These two directives fix the parameters and values corresponding

to the specific use and functions of these two types of water,

2. Proposals for directives and decisions forwarded to the Council

by the Commissione.

The Commission has forwarded to the Council on July 31, 1975 a
draft directive - relating to the quality of water for human

consumption (3).

2) 0.J. L N° 3I of 5.2.2976

§1§ 0.J. L N* 194 of 25.7.I975
}) 0.J. L N° 2I4 of 18090:[975.
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On 2 August 1976 the Commission sent the Council a proposal for a

directive on the qual1ty requirements for waters oapable of supporting
freshwater fiah1.

Flnally, on 30 April 1976 the Commission sent the Council a proposal
for a Council Decision establishing a uniform procedure for the
exchange of information on the gquality of surface fresh water in the
Communityz.

The latter proposel is aimed at organizing and developing exchanges of
information between the pollution swrveillance and monitoring networks

go that a better insight can be gained into the fresh water pollution
situation in the Community, comparisdns can be made and the effects of
the application of national and Community legislation on pollution levels
can be monitored.

A. Pr_posals for dlrectives beigg;pgqgared and other work in progress

G ol wEs M o @ oW T

within the Comm19s1on

- e Dam mw e . N

With the help of a panel of national experts set up b& the Commission
in 1972 {the panel has met about ten times since then and has set wp
nunerous ad hoc sub-groups), the depariments of the Coumission are
currently drawing up proposals for directives relating tos

the quality of water for sgricultural vuse,
the protection of aquatic life in general,
the quality of water for use in industry,
the methods of measurement and sampling frequencies in respect of

surface waters for the hﬁman consumption.

Furthermore, in order to establish common methods of reaching and
maintaining quality objectives, an analytical and eritical study of
experiments at national level in this field has been undertaken. .
There was a preliminary exchange of views on the results of this study

at the eight plenary meeting of the Working Party on Water Quality. -

The results showed that the use of mathematical models as management aids
should be encouraged and that an effort mvst he mede to develop overall
decision-making models, that is to say modzls concerning the qualitative
and quantitative aspeots of water manugerient.

1
o0 No C 202, 28 August 1976
0J No C 133, 14 June 1976



Amoné the moasures on which only a preliminary exchange of views has
been held attention should be drawn to the joint investigation and
determination of the minimum satisfactory long-term quality requirements
to be met by the different components of the Community's environment.

No consensus of opinion was reached on the direction and scope of such
measures at this meeting, The Commission intends to draw up a basio
document which will be submitted to the national éxperts at one of their

next plenary meetings.

B. Reduction of pollution opused by _cordain dangerous substances
Pachazaad dnto, Bhg audis gnviropnent
1.  Dircctive odopted by thae Couvncil
Gn 4 Moy 19fg the Council adopted a Dircctive on pollution cgused by oertain
drngerous substances discharged into the aquatic environanent .
This very inmportant Dir%ctives e . R .
introduces a system of prior authorizations for the discharge of a

nunber of dangerous substances into the agquatic environment;

provides for the 1éying down of limit values and quality objectives

for the substances on a "black list";

<y

also provides for the establishment of programmes designed to reduce

pollution caused hy the discharge of substances on a "grey list".

2. Hork in progress within the Comrission

-t ooy

With the help of national experts who met for the first time on 15 and
16 July 1976, the Comunission is currently drawing up a proposal for a
directive on the protection of underground water against pollution

caused by the discharge of dangsrous substances.

Furthermore, the work begun pursuant to the Directive of 4 May 1976,
principally with a view to drawing up proposals for directives laying
down limit values and quality objectives for the substances on the

Cieae bt

105 To L 129, 18 May 1976.



"plack 1ist" has been started with the help of a panel of national
experts. The principal result of the work has been to enable
definitions to be drawn up of thosasubstanoes which should be given -
priority treatment, i.e. mercury, oadmium, aldrln, dieldrin and
endrin, ' -
C. Action specific to certain induetrigl scotors |
1. Directives adopted by the Cotmeil - .

The Council has not yet adopted any of the pfoposals for directi&es
transnitted by the Commission and mentioned below concerning oertain
industrial sectors. ' '

On 3 Harch 1975, however,"it adopted a Resolution on energy and the

. 1
environment . , ' ,

transmitted by the Commission to the Co ol

or directives

The Comniission has transnitted two proposals for directives in this

field to the Council:

the first, trahsmitted on 20 January 1975, cdncefns the reduo{ion of
water pollution caused I wood pulp millsz; ' C

the second, transmitted on 138 July 1975, concerns waste from the'

titanium dioxide 1ndustry3.

The Commiss1on attaches great importance to these two proposals for
Directives concerning Wranches of indusiry producing waste which, _
because of its volume, quantity and the nature of the pollutants which
it contains, has . serious effects on water quality and its possible
self—purification capacity.

3. Mork - in progress withln the Comnission

s amE O e WA mae e

The Commission is studying pollution caused Ly the iron and steel
industry, the petrochemical industry, the food industry and tanneries.

Furthermore, in accordance with the Council Resolution on energy and the
environment, the Commission, with the help of a pancl of national .
experts, has started studies of the oiological effeots of cooling o
water end of the cooling systems in power stations, » L

0J no C 168, 25 July 1975,
OJ o € 99, 2 Hey 1975,
0" NYNo C ° ‘,___' 2" Jeptoniocy 1975;
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D, Pnrticivotion in international conventions
1. Drofi convention on the protection of internatiopel wateroourses

Negotiations on thie draft have bocn in progresé within the Council
of Durcpe gince 1967. The Permanent Representativee Comnittee
agreed in principle to Coumunity participation in this convention .
ard on tre texts of articles to bes included in the draft convention
to cnable the Conmunity to participate in it,.

2, Corvention for the protestion of the Fline sgainet c emic

pollution

\

On 20 Septeuber 1976 the Commission sent the Council a proposal for a decision
on the conclusion ly the Community of a Convention for the

proteotion of the Rhine sgainst chemicel pollution, and en additional -
acrecnent to the Berne Agreement; ocllowing partiocipetion Wy the

Community in the work of the Interrationsl Rhine Comrission. It

must be pointed out that the Commission has alrcedy becn

participating in the work of the International Rhirne Coumission as an !

obssrver sinocs 19073,

?3.

II. Ses water

wpo

i

1s Directives and Decisions odopted Yy ihc Covngil

The Directive of 4 liay 1976 concerning pollution ocaused by certain
dangerous cubstances discharged into the aruetic environment also

concerns sea woater,

Furthermore, in a Decision of 3 March 1975, the Council agrecd that

the Conrmunity should nexrticipate es such in the Paris Convention on

the prevention of marine pollution from land-based sources, which is
epplicable to the Norikr-Eagt Atlantic. That Convention wos eigned

ty "Il "'%hé"S‘t'af'e“fs“’”oor?c‘fia@‘“ciﬁ' thAT AresEnd -ty tho: Qommerity O m-ar
23 June 1975,

%.
i
' 'l.

Finally, on 19 July -1976 the Courzil authorized the Communiﬁv to
uicw tie co~oalled Batcelona Convention on tho protection of‘+he :
nrditcrranean Sea against pollutioa and a Protocol on the provention

‘of the pollution of the Mediterrancan Sca hy dumping from ahips and
a.ircra.ft .

[ . Ql‘,...on.‘-ollu....;.,..., B X G e v Y TR 1Y)

= Torio ¢ 122, 3 Jwune 1976
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The Council has also named those authorized to sign the Convention on
behalf of the Community. The Convention was signed on 13 September 1976.

Propnsals_for directives_and decisions_transmitted to the Council by the
Commission. '

. e v S = - -

On 6 May 1976 the Cbmmission sent the Council a proposal for a decision
on the conclusion of the Barcelona Convention and of a protocol referred
to above.

On 12 Jenuary 19761)the Commission sent the Council a proposal for a
directive on the dumping of wastes at sea.

Mention must alsoc be made of the 5}0pcsal for a Commission directive
transmitted to the Council on 18 July 1975 concerning waste from the
titanium dioxide industry mentioned above.

A

Finally, on 3 November 1976 the Commission sent the Council a proposal
for a directive on the quality requirements for waters capnblc;9f
supporting freshwater fish, .

Work_in_proaress_within_the Commission_ .

The Commission {s also participating in the work of various bodies
responsible for administering international conventions :

(a) In the case of pollution from land-based soches, the Commission
is participating, on behalf of the Community, in all the committees
and specialized working parties set up under the Paris Convention,
Within this framework 1t has made a study, jointly with Belgium,
designed to catalogue and analyse the control and monitoring sysgems
used with eegard to substances on the "black Llist".

(b) In the case of marine pollution by the deliberate dumping of wastes,
the Commission is participating as en observer in the work of the
Commission responsible for implzmenting the 0slo Convention.

) | .
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(¢} As rcpards marine pollution resvlting from decpesoa

II1I.

1.

rroopecting and mining, the Cormunity is participating in the
work of a spocial working party, sect up under tho
abovo=nentioncd Paris Convcation, which is working out
meosures to be talton on pollution cauvscd Yy drilling rigo.
The Commission is slso participating as an obsorver in tho

- werk being carried out following the London Conference of

1973/75 on tho problems of safcty and protcction against
pollution during prospection for and the production of

mineral resources in the seca in NoriheWest Burope; . ona working
party is dealing with civil liability ericing from this typo of
poliutions Finelly, the Commission is koeping a olose watch
on the work in thie area carried out undor the Third Conforonce
on the Law of the Sea. .

Atmogpherig pollution

Dircotives_end Decielona adopted Ly the Council

- w0 wn gmp s .--n-- .

The Council cdopteds _ ‘ 1 ) "

]

2,

on 28 lMay 1974, o Dircctive rclatin§ to air pollution ty exhaust

gascs from motor vchiole enginee1

on 24 November 1975, a Dirnctive reolating to theo aprroximation

of the laws of the Member Statecs rolating 4o the sulphur oontont
*

of certain liquid fucls2 Rt

on 24 June 1975, a Docision estallishiing a common proccdure fop
the axchangce cf information collected Yy tho surveillance

notworks which monitor atmoepherio pollution caused by ccrtain
sulphur compounds and ty dust, '

Erovgsals for dipegtives trnaemitted to the Council by tho

- T (o ofe e yme

Comnigsion
-y e oW v e

The Commission transmitted to the Councils

on 25 April 1975, a Direotiva on bialogleel standards for lead
and a Direotivs on dir quality for gtandnrdn for lea.d4

2OJ Yo
3OJ Yo
0J No

%7 1o

li ) L ! e e u.p TQ,,.“MW.” {3'

L 159, 15 June 1974,
L 307, 27 Novcnber 1975.

L 194, 25 July 197{, P
C 151, T July 1975 ‘

(*) within the framework of the general programme for the removal &f technical
barriers to trade,, | . R
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on 25 February 1976, a proposal for a Resolution on the laying
down of standards and a proposal fér a Direotive ooncerning
hoalth protection standards for sulphur dioxide and suspondoed
particulate matter in urdan atmosphcros1; ‘

L on 9 December 1975, a proposal for a Directive relating to the
; measures to be taken against the emission of pollutants from

diosel cngines for use in whecled agricultural or forestry
12
tractorn”;

on 30 Dcécmbcr 1975, & proposal for a Dircotive on the uso of
fucle-oils with the aim of decrcasing sulphurous emiseions3.

; Gwoe the Europcan Farliament has delivercd its opinion on the

proposal for a directive, the Cormission expects tho Mcmbor States
f ' " t0 make a special effort to recpncile their points of vioew on the |
’ question of the lead content of petrol, which was forwarded to the
Comneil in December 1973, and antiocipates that the Council .will

act rapldly on this proposal for a directive®’.’

3+ Mork in progress within tho Corr:ission

In addition to the work concerning tho objooti?e acscasment of tho

rig o roferred to in tho Annox, the Commission is rlso continuing with
vork, in accordance with tho Couvncil Resolution on energy and the
environnent, on tho development of methods Sf moasurcment for nitrogen
oxides, on the supply of low-polluiion fucls, and on promoting the
dovolopmont of desulphurization processes and of any othor process which
would reduce atmospheric pollution by 802. | '

Iv, go.i_n c
1. Proposals tor directives transmitted to the Council by the Commission
Within the framework nf the general programme for the removal of technical
barriers to trade,the Commission has sent the Council proposals for directives

concerning the permissible noise level of ¢

motor vohiclcs5 . o]

_ . 6
rneunatic concroto-troakers and jockhammors

O No € 63, 19 March 1976 . ‘ PR .
N ¥o ¢ 10, 15 Janvary 1976 . T .
O Mo C 54, 8 March 1976 -
W ¥o ¢ &, 13 January 1974, and 754, 3 Yawrch 1976,

~—gX To © 113, 25 Scptanber 1074 e -
O No €782, 14 april 1975,
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tower cranes1;

certatn types of current generators for welding and power supply
purposes1;

motorcyetes1; and

The Commission has also proposed a method for the measurement of the sound
level of constructional plant and equipmentz which could serve 2s a basis for
all Community rules in this field. A rapid decision by the Council en this
proposal would therefore be an important step in the realization of a noise
control policy. '
Finally, & proposal for a Council directive concerning the permissible noise
level o sobsonic a‘lrcrafts3 has been transmitted to the Council on 26 April
1976,

2. MWork {n_progress_within the_Commission

s W D 8 € a2 Ll aw e 2 4 o e " wP €2 B0 D on W D @3 O W uN W GD D €D €D WP & B ED K> XD

The Commission {s continuing its work on the definiticn of eriteria for méasurihg
airborne noise emitted by domestic appliances, on permissible noise levels for
lawn-mowers and on the Llimitation of noise nuisance caused by small propeller=
driven aircraft. These drafts have been worked out fellowing notification of draft
legislation in the Member States, transmitted to the Commission in accordance

with the 4nformation sgreement on the environment of 5 March 1973,

Finally, in accordance with the Resoiution on enepgy and the eavironment,

gstudies are in poogress on ncise pellution caused by the cooling tewers of

power stations.

Ve Waste

1. Directives adopted_ by the Council

PIELY SR PP <) PR P PR -

Three Directives have been adopted by the Council
on 16 June 1975 a Directive on the disposal of waste oils‘;
on 15 July 1975 a birective on wastess;

-eewe—on 6 April 1976 a Directive on the disposal -of polychlorinated biphemyts wmmd~—"
polychlorinated terphenylsé. A

1 0J C 5S4, & March 1976

2 0J C 82, 14 April 1975
3 0J € 126, 9 June 1976

4 0J L 194, 25 suly 1975
S 0J L 194, 25 July 1975
6 0J L 108, 26 April 1986
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Furtheruorae, on 26 June 1975 the Counoil adopted a programme on tho

management and storage of radloaotive- waate‘.

2.  Eroposal _for s dirsotive transmitted to the Counoil by the

On 28 July 1976 the Commission sent the Council a proposal for a directive on
" toxio and dangerous wastes The draft providea for a system of prior '

authorization for the disposal of such waste and for measures to

promote their reoycling and processing, '

3, ﬂog.k__ig proproess_within the Commission

- pee fe cas me s
\

As part of the work boing carried out by CREST, a panel of national’
exports has been set up to examine those areas vhere scientifio and
techniocal iuformation about primary and secondary raw materials is
lacking and to draw up a multiannual research programme in those‘\
two fieldas, o ‘ |

The Commission has oarried out numerous studies on the problems of
reoyoling and disposing of waste. With a view to forming a panol

of persons under the megis of the Ccmmission who are oompetent in this
particulerly important field of the Community®s economio activities
and espooially obtaining help in drawing wp an overall polioy in this
field, the Commission set up a wacto Managemert Committes on

21 April 1976°, whioh will meet shortly, The Comnittee will examine
the results of the studies refsrred to above, and in partioular those.
ocncerning bundled waste paper, discarded vehioles and agrioultural

wastes,

The Commission also plans 4o hold a meeting between %he direotors

of the waste exchange already formed in ocertain Member States with a
view to exohanging information and comparing experience gained in
thie fiold, o

Finally, the Commission is oontinuing <o ‘mplement the programo ocn
the manago ment and etorage of ra.dioao‘,iw waste’. ' '

Tor %o L 178, 9 July 1975, | .

ar Mo L 115, 1 May 1976,
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VI, Chemicnls in the onvironment
1. pirectives adopted by tne Council

i e O e s o o o T T W e D 0 e 12 0 > €D W o > W > e B

Several Directives have been adopted by the Council within the framework of the
general programnme for the removal of technical barriers to trade :

<’ on 22 Koviiber 1973, on de’t.ergon.ts1

~ on 22 November 1373, on methods of testing tho biodegradability of_'
antonic surfactants’ '

- on 27 July 1976, on the marketing and use of certain dangerous
substanoes and preparations,

Furthermore, on 14 July 1976 the Commiseion rdopted, by the proocedurs

for adaptation to tochniocal progress, an amendmort to the Directive

of 27 June 1967 ooncorning the olassification, peckaging ond labelling

of danwenus  substanoos, -

2.  Propgsals for directives transmittod to the Council by the Commigolen

The Conmiosion has sent the Council several proposals for direot;yoe

conocrning V

= ceramio articles intended to come into somtcot with food%y

= +tho olassification, packaging and lebelling of paints, varnishes,
achesives and similar produotsB;

= +tha olassifjontion, packsging and labelling of pestioidesA;

= the placing of Eff-=cocepted plant proteotion products on tho markntsg

= the prohibition of tho marketing and use of csrtain pentioidcssg

= and amondmenf to tho Directive of 27 June 1967 oonporming the w

elassifioation, paokaging and lebelling of dangeroue aube%anaeu7.

[
1]

Yor mo 1,347, 17 Locember 1973,

207 No @ 46, 27 February 1975.

307 Mo © 166, 23 July 1975.

405 No ¢ 40, 20 Fobruary 1975
Scan(76)427, 29 July 1976, | -
601 Mo ¢ 200, 26 August 1976.

Tc@(76)433, 8 Soptember 1975.
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The last proposal requires that a study be made of ‘every new .
substanoco before it is marketed in order to assess ite effeots on man
and the environment, A file gilving the results of this study would
be compiled by the menufacturer of the new substance or by vhoever
markets it, and a oopy would be given to the Member State ooncerned
and to the Commission, This proposal, which also lays down conditions
for the examina.tion of the file, is an important step in the prevention

of pollution from ohemiczl products.

3, Hork in progress_within the Commission

Following the Seveso acoident, the Commission is owrrently studying
the measures vhich should be taken in future to prevent suoh acoidents
from recurring, with a view to drawing up sultable propcsals,

VIIL Soientific aspeots

A - Research

Y

10 Deoisiong adopted by the Council

In Decisions of 5 February and 14 May ‘l9731 the Council adopted a number

of Community research projects to be carried out at the JRG's Ispra
establishment, This programme, involving the sum of 15,85 m Wede,
covers the period from 1 January 1973 to 31 December 1976,

In a Deocision 6f 18 June 19732, the Counoil adOptecll a first rosearch
programme for the proteotion of the enviromment (indireoct proj_gc'b), N
This programme, involving the sum of. i6«3 M U.2.p CoVered the period
from 1 January 1973 to 31 December 1975, |

PR

In a Decision of 15 March 1976%, the Council adopted a new multisnnual
research and developmasnt programme in the environmental field

(indireot action). The "radiocactive contamination" aspects. of the
environment fall within the multiannual programme on radiation protection

adopted by the council on the same date. : . B

Y85t ol 153, 9~ Fira 1973,
207 ¥o L 189, 4 July 1973.
307 Mo L 74, 20 March 1976. IR
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This programme covers the period from 1 Jormary 1976 to 31 December 1980,
A maximm to 16 m u.as and of ten offioials have been allocated to this
project. o

w-m-nn-om

2 Pr_posal trznumittcd L %o tho Coun Lé.ny tﬂ?.?EPQ?EF&P&

In May 1976 the Commission sent the Council a proposal for a
multiannual research programme to be implemented by the JRC (1977~80),
‘providing for a project in the field of the enviromment and resources,
The Council. will shortly be asked to take a deoision on this proposals

3+ Hozk ip progress within the Commission '

The Member Btates are informed regularly of the results of the work“
carricd out under the rescarch progrommes on environmental protection
oonducted at both the JRC establishment in Ispra and under contracts
concluded with research organizations in the Member Sté%ss. The
Advisory Committee on Programme Managemené (ACPM) mcets regularly to
direct these two programmes, As regards resecarch comtracted out,'the
ACPM has begun an evaluation of the preliminary results obtained under
the 1973=75 programme, It has alsb begun ‘discussion of research
projects submitted by research organizations in the Community in response
to the oall for tenders which appeared in OF No C 78 on 3 April 1976,

As indicated above, two multiannual research programmes are being drawn
up as part of the work carried out by CRESY, one concerning raw‘
materials, the other the development of large urban agglomerations,

B.  Ligsgmination of information
e Degision adopted by tho Council

In a Decision of 8 Deocembor 19751, the Counocil established a common
procedure for the setting up and constart wpdating of an inventory of
sources of information on the enviromment in the Community

A S ittt

Yor Mo L 31, 5 February 1976,
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2, Hork in P_rgg;_egs_v&t_};ip_ the Commiséion

The sctting up of this inventory is procecding satisfactorilys

The praoctical work is being carried out in close oollaboration‘with
the Member States and with -représ-ontativés working on the International
Reforral System (IRS) whioh is being developed by UNEP, According

. to ourrent expeotations, this inventory should be avilable at the

end of the year., The Commission will shortly forward to the Council
a proposal concerning partioipation by the Community as a regional
fooal point in the operation of the IRS.

The forthooming oompletion of the European network, EURONHT, will
necessitate the creation of a oohierent set of information servioces.
Consequerttly’ the Commission, with the help of two panels of experts
_provided for in the action programme,; is studying data banks .
speoializing in environmental matters (legialafion, analysis of
pollution control teohnology, information from conferences).

VIII. Economic aspects ‘

1s  Regormendation adoB_tg‘d._bz the Council

1

On 3 March 1975 the Council adopted a resommendet ion-regarding oost
allocation and action by publioc authoritios on environnental matters. . -

2. Hork in progress within thg Uommisgion,,

[

With the help of a panel of national experts set up by the Commission

in 1972, the Commission is ourrently drawing up a draft Council
reoonmendation to the Momber States concerning the assessment of
pollution control costs in industry., This proposal for a reocommondation
will shortly be transmitted o the Council. ‘

The panel has begun to disouss a Commission working document aimod at
laying down conditions for the grant of state sids to industry in the
environment field when the present aid arvangements end in 1980,

Yor Mo 1 194, 25 July 1975,
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The panel has also discussed the opcration of systems of charges imposed

ty some Member States to discharges of effluent into watercourses.

Some espects of the applicetion of the "polluter pays" principle have
also been discussed, and in particular the ircornoration of ecological
- considerations in otlher policles and the problem of pollution chains.

IXe Inf rmgtion apreement

o.a

The Commission regularly reccives notification from the Member States
of proposed lawsy regulations end administrative provicions, under the
Information Agreement on the eunvironment of 5 llarch 1973,

As at 1 July 1976 the Commission had received 147 notifications, broken

‘down as follows:

G e ST G0N Sad A S GO OHD N R B0 G G NS OB YRS OGN b Gl Cug O bes ST O MM GFG Ma B0 WS S GWS e AT W

Planned DMeasures International Miscell=
Member State nmeasures in force Agreenents aneous  -Total

R Gl B S NAD S W G et DA Gew Gwp JEE B MO BROY fa Cu Gl Ot BB wem Wl e e WD Gl W Gy R Gy S e AN T

Belgium 1 3 I I 5
Denmark 1 24 4 ' . 29 .
Germany 28 2 2 2 34
France - 26 6 3 6 ._41
Ireland 2 - - - 2"
Ttaly 4 - 2 - 6 .
Netherlands 6 17 ~ L= 23 .
Luxembourg 1 - - - - 1
United Kingdom "6 - - - 6

TOTAL 75 52 12 3 147

B BN A B e G SN U A SN P IR G Ve WD (G GHD Wt DK WG G SRt M D SnP PG MEr MM RO GEn EE) W b SR MO teev

The measwres rotified concern water pol]utlon €24), atmospheric pollution
(24), waste (14), noise (12), intcrnational agreements (12), and 35
concern plans for general or m1 cellanecous measures,
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PART II = IMPROVEMENT OF RONMENT

I. otection of natural spaces

1o Directive adopted by_the Council
On 28 April 1975 the Council adopted the Directive on mountain and hill
farming and farming in certain less~favoured areas .

At its meeting of 7 Nbveﬁber 1974, the Council asked fhe Commission to
begin work on the classification of Commnity territory on the basis of
its environmental characteristics, in order to enable the objeotives to be
identified amd defined. - ‘

2, Proposal for a directive iransmitied to_the Council by the Commission

On 21 February 1974 the Commission sent the Council a proposé.l for a
‘dfmrective on the encouragement pf forestry measures 4o improve
agricultural Btructures. o .

3. Hork in g_rg_g:r_eg_s_w;l_thi_q the Commission

The work imrblves ]

_ = the development of a mappihg system to present consolidated data 61; the

patural environment as an aid to planning the use of space;
= rural areas;

-~ urban spaces and coastal areas.:

(2) At the request of the Council, the Commission immediately began work
on.the olassification of Community territory on the basia of its
" environmental characteristics. This work is intended %o follow a
- 'prograimie‘ spread- over several years, and will involve close collaboration
between the Commission and the Member States. ' |

207 o L 128, 19 May 1975.. .
0J No C 44, 19 April 1974, .



The first siage of the work will involve the drawing up of an inventory .
of the Member States® activities with regard tos

(i) the avoilability of data on environmental characteristics suitable
for use in a method for classifying territory@ '

(3i) methods, processes and models so far trled out, mhose objectives ara

in line with those of the Community programme.

This work is contracted out by the Commission and the results are

discussed by a panel of national experts.

(b) As regards measures relating to rural spaces, the Commission has
drawn up an inventory of the knowledge obtained concerning the ecological
effects of modern agricultural prnduction methiods with a view to
ascertaining those aspects on which insufficient knowledge has been
obtained and to deciding on the messures which should be implemented at
Commnity level, The mcamures to bo implemented relate to1

3

=~ the misuse of pesticides;

~ the intensive use of certain fertilizers;
~ intensive livestock farming;

- modernAagrioultural methods;

~ the effects of land imprdvement.'

As regards pesticides, the results of the study show that the use of
persisient organochlorine insecticides and of organo-mercury fungicides
should be forbidden, and that the use éf the most dangerous pesticides
should be subject to an approval systen. This work has led to two draft
directives being drawn up, which were presented to the Council in July and
August.

As to the use of fertiiizers; it has been found that the information

available is incomplete aﬁd that supplementary studies will be necessary.

Several studies on intemsive livestock farming are under way. They
concern maximum environmentally permissible numbers per hectare,
comparison of the laws of the lMember States and health protection
requirements for organic wastes returned to the soil.
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Turthérmore, a major research progranme‘wasradopted by the Council on
27 July 1975. .

© Two studies on modern agricultural methods arae in progress: the first
relates to the ecological implications of land improvemont, the second to
the consequences.in terms of production of special oconstraints a;ped gﬁ ,
proteoting the environment. ) o

‘The Commiesion 18 also carrying out a study of the ecolpgical B
conseyuences of the abandonment of oultivated land, which also inocludegq .
en inventory and classification by type of such lard,

In the field of cuality foodstuffa; a atud} has been carried out on the
feasibility of developing typical: high=quality agricultural products. '
I+ has boen backed up by a stﬁdy on the development of a nycfom of

- fruit-growing which mects the taste quality criterias Studies of thé -
same type are in preparation for poultrymeat and pigmeat. o
In the field of the development of production techniques to replaée ,
certain modern techniques and ensure better environmental protection, a -
preliminary study has been carried out on the feasibility of developing
biological and integrated control methods of protecting crops to feplaoo
conventional control methods involving the massive use of pesticides.

This work has been backed up by a study on the development of a frulte

growing system undar the heading of "integrated pest control®,

(o) The study of the environmental probleme of city centres is oompletas
The conolusions will chortly be submi tted to a panel of national'expérts,-
8o that possible Commnity measures oan be worked out. T -
The results of the study of national urban develcpment policies are
expected by the enl of the year. Following the work carried out by
CREST in this field, the Commigsion will ehortlv present the Council with »
oroposal for a decis%on on a research programme on the growth of large
. Comrbations. Tae two-yéar'pxogrammé will probably be implemented i

. o ‘ . . Lt . " ; o PR K




" to trade ?wﬁthin tha Commun!tya. ”~ﬁ;;"

the forn of concerted act1on, with the projects being financed and carrier!
out in the Member States and coordinated at Community level.

Finally, studies on the ptahnﬁng and ecological managenent of'coastal areas
and on the protection of natural spaces and the countryside are almost
conplete, - o R

II. Protectﬁon of animal life

PASF IRAJELYR I - 5.9~ ~ R 5--4

over the last two years the Comm1ssf0n has investigated a number of questions
concerning the protection of migratory birds and of some endéagered or dis~
appearing species ofiénimals.i ' S e

1

Interpretation of the results of this study, which tccn longer than was
expected, prevented the Comm#ssﬂon from submitting prooasals %o the Council .
as it had undertakﬂn to do.’ Hewe»er, the' pr«paration of these pr0po<als has

- reached an advanced stage and ft should be posa1ble to transm?t them to the

Council by the end of the yeae. .;:i'24;:: “;  }~ o

The wash1notcn Convention on 1nternationag trade in endanaered species of

wild flora and fQUna came into force on 1 July 1975, y 1 July - 1976 twenty-six
states had ratified it, including cﬁe Member State of the EEC. Retification
by the other Mambar States is. expeoted in tha coming months. ‘The Commission

“has participated as_ an ob;erver at thé neeting . of the nart1es.who have ratitied.

the Convention, wh1ch was held in_Berne_on_ November 2. = 6._.. " ..
This Convention s targely concermed with trade, and as a résult fatts partly
within Community competencevahePefofe the Community should itself adhere to
the Convenition. While awaiting this adhesion, the Commission will propose

the appropriste measures o ensure £, 7n par%ﬁcular that certain provisions

of .the Fonvent@on, when applied by’ ths Memo@r'States, witl not create obstacles

i .)w".

s
T

As regards harmonizétion at Community levélzaf measures tsken to apply the

' Convention, discugsions with natioﬁgl experts have made it'possible to decide

which areas should receive priority treatment; these are the identffication
and possible marking of specimens, 1mport and export perm1ts, the bringing
in of marine species and the registratvon of permwts issued,

, i . : . . N
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TII, Natural resources

Work in progress within the Commiscion

The Comnission has rcceived the fina.l report of the study on the '
availability of Community water resources. The conclusions of the
roport which will be sulmitted to a panel of national oxperts for -
their opinion in October, show that generally spesking sufficient water is
available in the Commumnity, except in drought years such as 1976, but that
it is unevenly distributed betwecen the different geogra,phical regions of
the Community.. ; . ' :
On 4 Novenbor 1974 the Council asked the Cormission to begin work on the
identification of a minimum of water resources and im the olassification
of territory on this basis, This is being done with the aid of national
expei*te. The Commission will in:f‘or_m the Council at the appropriate

moment of .'the results of this work.

A study of world resources, geochemistry and environmental pollution from
‘mercury, and of production, consumption and future world and Community

needs; is now bemg published,

Stuches of glob'a.l resources of metals in the platinum group, ch.romium,
fluorine, phesphorus, tin and lead have been compleied, as have those on

ores containing fluorine and phosphatess

The results of these studies, af'ter cxamination and evaluation, will be
published in the "Exvirozmon a.nd Quality of Life" series, :

It European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Worki _m
goml,]}t{ons
1. Degisions adopted by the ! Counc},l

On a proposal from the Commission, the Councjl has adop‘ted three
Regulations: '

on 26 Mayr 1975, on the creation of a European Foundation for the ’
imnrovenunt of living and working condi’tions1; ' ‘

1OJ‘ No L 139, 30 gy 1975.
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on § Juno 1976, on tho financial provisions apﬁlying to the FoundationT;

on 29 Junoe 1976, laying dovm tho eonditions of cnployment of staff of
. 2 '
the Foundation;

The Cowncil has ontcred 2.6 n Ve0s in the draft tudget for 1977,

Tho Cormlenion hos oppointed 4ho Diroctor and Dcpufy Dircotor of tho
Foundation; +¢lepe appointmonts took effect on 1 Scptenbor,

On 2U September 1976 the Counctl has adopted a decision concerning the
appointment of the members of the Committee of Experts of the Foundation.

1

20 roposals transuitied o the Couwneil by tha Commiscion

e WA G e 0D Cwd G B0 W e o G Sas OB

The Commiseion hes sent the Council for approval a proposal for a

regulation on the rules of procedure of .the Administrative Board of
the Foundation. '

R
‘

Furthermore, to maintain a balance betweon the two aspeots of the
Frundationds worky, i.e. working and living conditions, the Commission haa
sont the Counclil a proposal for an amendment t0 the Regulation of

26 Moy 1975 on the oreation of the Foundation,; providing for the
oreation of a seoond post of Deputy Directors

3. Hork in progrees _within the Commission

Gy WD iy axs W M I B

The Administrative Board of the Foundation mat for the first time in
Dublin on 6 and 7 May,

The firust meeting enabled a disoussion to be held on the direction whioh
the Foundatiou?s work should tske and on the progremme for 1977,

The work of the Foundation will oconcentrate on the follewing three tepioss

' [ TR LI TR ~ R

Yor o L 164, 24 June 1576.
2Q7 No L 214, 6 August 1976s
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the organization of work, end in particular measures relating to the

humanization of working conditions;

protlems peculiar to certain caxegorieé of workers, especially young
school or university leavers, people of retiring age, and immigrants;

certain subjects common to both living and working, in particulér‘the
problem of times the relation between work and leisure time.

.

In accordence with the wishes of the Council, the Foundation's work will
be to keep abreast of end promote experiments in the field, rather than to
carry out studies of a general nature. ‘

The Cormission believes that these arrangements should enable the .
Foundation %o become operamlonal Ty the end of 1976. ' ' -

4o Erblio_swepencss ond_edroation

Nork in progress within the Com: ;l”sslon | -~

The Commission has continued:its efforts to bring about more active .
interest on the part of the population in environmental problems, sdding
its contribution to the efforts undertaken in the Member States.

. Tt has slso continued its cooperation with non—governmentau organizations,
in particular with ‘the European Environmentul Bureau. '

As regards eduoation, the Commission will shortly be meeting represéntatives
of primary schools in the Member Stafes with a view to setting up a network
for the exchange of experiénce acquired Wy the schools in environmental
education (9 to 14 year—olds). This network would meke it possible to

test the first information booklets for teachers which are curfentky being
prepared far some specific fields of envirommental protectlon. The
Commission has also contributed financially to the organizatlon of summer
schools running courses on basic environmental problems, F1na11y, the
Commission is drawing. up an initial statement on the énvireormental

situation in the Community, '
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ACTION IY THE COMIUNITY AND THE MEMBER STATES IN INTERNATIONAL
ORGANTZATIONS, CONVERENCES AND CONVENTIONS

u-an-n---n—-U-uw-lum—n-mumwnﬂu-lﬂnum~n-~~~

Te International organizations

The Member States and the Commission collaborate regularly on the
preparation of various meetings planned by those international
organizations dealing with environmental problems (uvEP, OECD,'Council of
Europe, ECE, WHO, UNESCO, IMCO,FAO). The Coumission works in close

collaboration with the secretoricts of those organizations,

26 ernation

L e

gonvertions

&s mentioned in the first pert of this document, the joint action hy the
Community and its Member States in certain international conferences and
conventions dealing with water pollution has been successful. The
Council¥s adoption of the Directive of 4 A Moy 19764 concerning pollution
causcd Yy certain dangerous substances discharged into the aquatio
environnent of tlie Cormunity, enabled decisive progress to be nade in the
formulation of a draft Convention for the protection of the Rhine againgt
chemical pollutions Represcented by the Commiésion, the Comnmunity
participated in this work, which culminated in the Ministerial Conference
of 1 and 2 April 1976 in Paris and on 25 Mgy 1976 in Berne, end in the
fortieth Plenary Session of the International Rhine Comnission on 6 and

7 July in Luxembourg. During these negotiations it became clcar that
Community participation in the managenent body of the Convention, the
International Commission, was indispensable, As mentioned in Pert I, the
Commission has gent the Council a draft decision on the conclusion hy the
Community of the Conveniion on the protection of the Rhine against chemical
pollution, and on a draft Additional Agrcement to the Berne Agreement
providing for participation by the Community in the work of the
International Rhine Cormission,



-5~

The Commission took part in thé negotiafions at the Barcelona
intergovernmental meeting, which was held from 2 to 16 February 1976, and
which edopted a Convention on the protection of the Mediterranecan Sea
against pollution and”a Protocol on the pfeventibn‘bf pollution of the
Mediterranean Sece by dumping from ships and siroraft. The Counocil
agreed to the conclusion of this Convention, which was signed on

13 September 1976. '

As regards the imp}ementation of the Helsinki Final Act, the Commission
contributed to the formulation of the Community position at the final

session of the Economic Commission for Burope.

The Commission took part as an observer at the conference on human
settlements orggnized by the United Nations in Vancouver. It elso
participated in tie preparatory work for the United Nations Conference on
water which will be held in Argentina in March 1977.

Y
3¢ Relations with non=member countriesg

Relations with nonenember countries have developed significantly during
the last few nonthe.  Apart from the technical cooperation which has,
existed betweon the Commission and the US Government since July 1974,
eimilar cooperation was begun with the Canadian Government on

6 November 1975 and with the Swiss Government on 12 December 1975. The ‘
Peraancnt Representatives Committes has beon kopt informed of the various .
forns taken hy this cooperation. The principle of such a 31mllar '
cooperation arrangement has recently been accepted by the Japanese
Government. An exchange of lstters setting ouwt the form of such

cooperation will take place before ihe end of the year,

In the context of the Euro=Arab!dialogue, the Commission is chairing a
specialized group from the European side on the marine enviromment and
the development of coastal arcas. The work of this gfoup should in
principle lead to the formulation of ccoperation progeots for
implementation in the Arab ocouniries.

Finally, under the information egreer.en* on the envircnment of 5 March 1973,
the Commission has been notified of agveements reached between certain
Momber States and non-member cowrtrizs {see Part I, Chapter IX},



A

e > was

ONCLUST

=

T

g

>

t

It can be seen from what has gone before that a large amount of work has
been carried out in the field of envirommental protection at both national
and Community level: some 130 laws have been drasm up in the Mcmber

States, fifty of which are already in forces

A Community level, the Council has already taken favourable decisions
on some twenty texts, whilst approximately twenty are still being
discussed within the Council,

Apart from their political and legal value, the preparatory work carried

out in collaboration with the national goverrnments, the thinking and
discusseions to which they lead énd the implementing measures which follow
them mean that these texis form a basis for a Community-wide programme -
of promotion and educotlon, the importance of which is only now being

N

realized,

The fact of'becoming accustomed to working together, particularly within
international organiéaiions or ¢6nventions, als& plays an important role
in producing a oonsensus of opinion in favour of paying more attention to
the environment when innlenenting economid development programmes. A
"Buropean awarcness™ of the enrlronnent is developinb gradually in this
Waye

There is no doubtbthat fhe forthcoming‘adoption by the Council of thg
programme of action for the period 1977—81 will cneble the work undertaken
during the past three years 4o be continued and stepped up for the benefit
of present and future generations.
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OBJEGTIVE EVALUATION OF THE RISKS TO HUMAN HEALTH
AND THE ENVIRONVENT FROM POLLUTION

Work oarried out since 1973 under Chapters 1 and 2 (Part IX, Title I) of
the Aotion Preogramme has produced the followzng results in respeot of
the various first category pollutantss '

Lead and )ead compruvis ‘ '

The dnaq/effeot relationship of these pollutants im respect of humom
health bhas boen evaluaied.

As indicated in Chapler 3 of Part X, two proposals for Dixectivésnweze

sebmitied to the Toumcil im 1375, ome om hlological standafdﬂ for lead

and the screoning of the population for lesd, the @thsr on air quality

stamdards for lead. ‘Thoss proposals, on which the Europsan Parliament
and the ESC expressed a favourable opinioﬁg are row being discussed.

by the COREFER Working Party on the Environment.

The Directive on biological standards proposes maximum blood lead levels
for each individual end for a statistical distribution of population
groups. : - o
Work to improve the comparability of the results of blood lead level

i

analysis has been oontinued.

The Directive on air quality standards sets mean annual levels vwhich
are not {0 be exceedod in residential areas, and monthly median levels
for rush-hours which are not to be exosedel in roads with heavy traffice.

Orgrnshalogen compounds

4 report has been prepared on organcchlorine compounds, i.e. pestiocides
and their metaboiites, in particular the following compoundss DDT and
its metebolites, aldrin, disldrin ani endrin, heptachlor and hesptachlor
epoxide, ohlordane, HCH {hexschlorouye .ohexans) and lindane.



Annex 1 (oontimed)

The resulits of this etudy show that it 15 impossidle at present to lay
down health protectlon oriteria for the follow1ng rewsonss

lack of kncwledge,

- human expcsure levels,

diffienlties in interpreting data obteined from experlments on
amimals, and '

=~ lack of precise information on long-term effects,

The information obtained fron the Member States shows th1t the use of

persistent organochlorine pesticides is dlminlshingo

On 24 June 1976, the Commission forwarded a communloa$1on on this subject

to the Council.

The ecological consequences of the presence of persistent organchalogen

compounds are being stﬁdied.

Organophosphorus compounds

A report showing the available informction on the environmental
contamination levels of these compounds, as measured in the Menmber States,
is now being published.

The Cormisaion will shortly be sending the Council a cormunication on %the .

dose/offept rOIatlonships of orgﬁnophosnhorus compound s,

Hydrocarbons with known or probable caﬂoﬂnqgehio cffects

A qualitative inventory has been produced on the pollutants with'known

carcinogenic effects present in ‘the environment.

A quantitative study setting out the available information on the presenoce
of phenols, hydrocarbons, detergents, nitrosamines, plasticizers and
aromatic amines has been carried out. It became clear that there are
mumeroue gaps in knowledge of this fzeld, which makes any evaluation of
the risks involved extremely difficulte
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Amnex 1 (continued) .
A programme for comparing systems of measuring cyanides, phenols and o

hydrocarbons in water has been oarried outj the resulta of this study
have been published. P

A study of the dose/effeot relationship of oaroinogenio polyoyolio
hydrocarbons is being prepared.

Sulphur ocompounds and suspended particles

A report on levels of these pollutants measured in the atmosphere of the
Membor States is boing published, ' '

. 1
A preliminary programmo for comparing methdds of measuring sulphur
dioxide contained in standard samples, simulating e sample of polluted alr,
produced satisfactory results using marual analytiocal techniques.

The less satisfactory results which were obtained with mobile laboratories

P

.have made it necessary to rereat the experiment; the.results are being ) i
Janalveed e

A oritioal exa.mination of available data made it possible to draft specifio
propocals which have beon su‘mitted t6 tho Council, Ag- 1m.ioatcd in Chapter 3 of
Part I, theooo oomecorn a.resolution on ‘eritoria for sulphur dicxido and suspended
particles i wlan stnoesphoroa, d‘xd o'drdfd direotivo on hoalth profeo*t;ion stendardn
for sulphur dioxidé and susponded paiticlesiin tirbeurban-atnosphores

Oxides of nitrogen

A oritiocal examination of the available data 13 4in progross snd should
onatle firm proposals o Lo draim wp and fommflcd to tho Cowneil poncming

health protoction oritorin for nitmgon oxideso. .

Carbon monoxide

A oritical examination of the aveilable data iz in progross end chould.
ona'lo Tirn proposals o bo drawn up and fawerdod to the Council vonemming
henlth protootion oritoria for sorbon nonoxldes ’

i
3 "h;nm- o,
Ny
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A programme for comparing methods of measurement for carboxyhaemoglobin

has been carried ocut, involving thirty-six laboratories, with a view to

improving the comparability of these measurement resultse

Thotochemical oxidants

A study is being made of the effectS<of-photoohemioa1 oxidants on health

and the enviromment,

Acbhestos
A study of health protection criteria has been carried out.
It became clear that there are still relatively few data on asbestos levels

measurcd in the environment. More informetion is currently being sought on

dose/effeot relationshlps and on exposure levels in the populaticno

A stotement on this subject together with firm proposals will shortly be

submitted to the Council in due coursc.

Vanadium

A study of health protection criteria has been carried out. In view of the
lack of sufficient data on dose/?ffect rclationships, it proved impéssible
%o work out criteria for venadium. BExisting data and experiments on
animals show that levels at present measured in the air, water and
foodstuffs represent no risk to the population of the Community.

A statement on this subject will shortly be submitted to the Council,

Toire
b -t e

4 report has been published on déso/bffectvrelaiionshipe.J A communication

on the criteria will be presented to the Council in due course,

Inorranic micropollutants

A study of the levels of environmental pollution caused by these
pollutants has been published.
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Meroury and cadmium

Studies to establish health proteotion oriteria for mercuny and cadmium .

are at present being prepared. .

4. Quality of water for human consumption

A draft directive has: been forwarded by the Commlssion to the Council
and is ocurrently under discussion.(see Ch. 2 of Part I)

During the preparation of this Direotive, problems raised by the effoect

of the hardness of drinking water on public health were discussed at &
specialized Buropean symposium in Iuxembourg in 1975, It was found that
in certein regions of the world an increase in the frequency of heart
disease could be linked to the consumption of soft water and to the
excessive and uncontrolled use of water softeners,  The Commission has -
consequently proposed a cautious polioy on minimm voncentrations required
for water hardness and certain minerals in the Commnity quality

standards for water intended for human consunmption.
\‘ '

The ohemiocal end microbiological amalytical techniques for the various .
pollutants in drinking water were the subject of intra~laboratory
comparison programmes et European level, aimed at harmonizing methods of

)

analy51so

This scientific comparison enabled a signifioant steplto’be made -
regarding the comparability of resulis of chemiocal and microbiologioal
methods of measurement for drinking waters . ‘

a

Foological criteria

A soientific symposium was held in 1975 on the prinoiples and methods
governing the drawing'up of ecological oriteria for hydrobiocenoses.

The main objectives were the estabiishment of principles and methods for
the evaluation of criteria for hydrobiocenosis, i.e., the sclentifio
bases for evaluating the effects of surface water pollutlon., Thére was
also a proposal to define the biolo- iOfl methods 1o be used to evaluate
the extent of such pollutipne '
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Anpex 1 continued

The disoussions revealed the complexity of the matters in question, in
view of the mumber of types of pollutants to be considered, the diversity
of water ecosystems in the Community, and the problem of biotope
accessibility. Proposals were put forward conoerning the prinoiplés %0
be egtablished and the methods to be followed and a large amount of
information on dose/effect relationships was obtainede



