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Disclaimer

Conformément au réglement (CEE, Euratom) n°® 354/83 du Conseil du 1er février 1983
concernant I'ouverture au public des archives historiques de la Communauté économique
européenne et de la Communauté européenne de I'énergie atomique (JO L 43 du 15.2.1983,
p. 1), tel que modifié par le réglement (CE, Euratom) n° 1700/2003 du 22 septembre 2003
(JO L 243 du 27.9.2003, p. 1), ce dossier est ouvert au public. Le cas échéant, les documents
classifies présents dans ce dossier ont été déclassifies conformément a I'article 5 dudit
reglement.

In accordance with Council Regulation (EEC, Euratom) No 354/83 of 1 February 1983
concerning the opening to the public of the historical archives of the European Economic
Community and the European Atomic Energy Community (OJ L 43, 15.2.1983, p. 1), as
amended by Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1700/2003 of 22 September 2003 (OJ L 243,
27.9.2003, p. 1), this file is open to the public. Where necessary, classified documents in this
file have been declassified in conformity with Article 5 of the aforementioned regulation.

In Ubereinstimmung mit der Verordnung (EWG, Euratom) Nr. 354/83 des Rates vom 1.
Februar 1983 uber die Freigabe der historischen Archive der Europdaischen
Wirtschaftsgemeinschaft und der Europaischen Atomgemeinschaft (ABI. L 43 vom 15.2.1983,
S. 1), geandert durch die Verordnung (EG, Euratom) Nr. 1700/2003 vom 22. September 2003
(ABI. L 243 vom 27.9.2003, S. 1), ist diese Datei der Offentlichkeit zugénglich. Soweit
erforderlich, wurden die Verschlusssachen in dieser Datei in Ubereinstimmung mit Artikel 5
der genannten Verordnung freigegeben.
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Communication from the Commission to the Council

Subject : Conclusion by the Community of the Council of Eurbpe's Convention
on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats.

On 27 March 1979, the Commission sent to the Council a recommendation for

a Council Decision authorizing the Commission to participate in the negotiat-
ions to conclude the Convention cited above (COM (79) 146 final). This
document sets out the reasons why the Community as such should sign and
conclude this Convention alongside its Member States.

In the meantime, the Secretariat of the Council of Europe has informed the
Commission that the Committee of Ministers, the executive body of that
organization, has adopted the following decisions :

"The Deputies :

i. adopted the text of the European Convention on the Conservation of
European Wildlife and Natural Habitats as it appears at Appendix ...
to the Conclusions: (Annex I) (1)

ii. decided to open the Convention for signature by Member States
on 17 September 1979 in Berne on the occasion of the European Ministerial
Conference on the Environment:

iii, agreed, however, to reexamine this text in a most favourable spirit
at the latest during their 306th meeting (June 1979 - A level) (2) if

the European Community expresses before that date the wish to become a
Contracting Party to the Convention, on the understanding that this
reexamination shall deal exclusively with the modifications which will
thus become necessary".

The Secretariat of the Council of Europe has sent to the Commission the
amendments which must be made to the draft Convention so that it may be
concluded by the Community.

This move clearly indicates the Council of Europe's interest in seeing the
Community conclude the Convention.

(1) In the official languages of the Council of Europe.
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(2) scheduled date : 13 June 1979.
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The amendments, set out in Annex II, correspond entirely to the negotiating
guidelines which the Commission requested of the Council and thus constitute
suitable basis for conclusion of the Convention by the Community.

The Commission accordingly takes the view that the Secretariat of the
Council of Europe should be informed of this in good time, so that it can
draw up the definitive text of the Convention for signature. On the basis
of this final text the Commission will recommend in the near future that
the Council adopt a decision for .the conclusion of the Convention by the
Community. ’

It is accordingly proposed that the Council :
- record its agreement on the amendments to be made to the Convention on
the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats,

- call on the Commission to request the Council of Europe, before 13 June
1979, to add these amendments to the taxt of the aforementioned Convention,

-~ approve the principle of conclusion by the Community of the Convention thus
ammended, h ‘ ‘

designate the persons empowered to sign the Convention thus amended.



