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I. Introduction 

Council D i rec t ive 83/129 /EEC provides that Member States sha l l take or 
maintain a l l necessary measuresto ensure that the products l i s t e d in 

i t s Annex are not commercially imported into their t e r r i t o r y . The Direct ive 

sha l l be appl icab le from 1 October 1983 to 1 October 1985, unless the 

Council decides otherwise, by a decision taken by q u a l i f i e d majority on a 

proposal from the Commission. 

The D i rect ive requests the Commission to make every e f for t in i t s contacts 

with the countr ies in quest ion, to bring about a s i tua t ion which makes the 

appl ica t ion of the D i rec t ive superfluous. In th is context i t should be 

reca l led that for the adoption of the Di rect ive the Council based i t s e l f on the 

fol lowing considerat ions : 

a) the Resolution of European Parliament of 11 March 1982, 
b) voluntary or statutory measures taken in the Member States to rest r ic t 

the importation or marketing of sealpup s k i n s , and 

c) doubts concerning the population status of the harp and hooded seals raised 

in various studies 

The D i rect ive requests the Commission further to present a report to the 

Council before 1 September 1983. 

The present report responds to that request and in par t i cu la r contains the 

information that has become avai lable to the Commission since the Council 

meeting of 28 February 1983. It should be taken into account in any further 

considerat ion of the matter by the Council together with the information 

and conclusions contained in the Commission's communication to the Council 

of 15 February 1983 (Council doc. 4914/83 ENV 20) 

2. Results of further contacts with th i rd countries 

2.1. Canada 

As a fol low-up of the Council Direct ive a f i r s t meeting with Canadian 

representat ives took place in Brussels on 13 Apr i l 1983. The Commission 

expressed the hope that Canada would be ready to cooperate in further d iscussions. 

The Canadian representat ives in response emphasized that any r e s t r i c t i o n on 

sealsk in imports is not compatible with GATT and took the view that the terms 

of the D i rec t ive and the recourse to A r t i c l e 235 of the Treaty indicated a 

sh i f t of emphasis in the d i rec t ion of re ly ing purely on s c i e n t i f i c considerations 
- the point of view that had a l l along been taken by Canada - but reserved their 
pos i t ion regarding a continuation of the discussions with the Commission. The 
Commission indicated that whilst i t was true that the Di rect ive places greater 
emphasis than hi therto on s c i e n t i f i c considerat ions , 
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c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , i t would be necessary to cover a l l aspec ts of the matter 

i n the repor t to the C o u n c i l . Subsequent ly there was a b r i e f d i s c u s s i o n 

of the matter at the EC/Canada High Leve l c o n s u l t a t i o n s of 25 A p r i l 1983 

at which the Canadian r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s i n d i c a t e d tha t a r e p l y to the 

Commission's i n v i t a t i o n to them to cont inue d i s c u s s i o n s would s h o r t l y 

be g i ven and would i n d i c a t e c o n d i t i o n s as a p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r 

Canada's w i l l i n g n e s s to cont inue the d i s c u s s i o n s . 

A note verba le was r e c e i v e d on 30 May (Annex 1) s e t t i n g out the c o n d i t i o n s 

f o r f u r t h e r d i s c u s s i o n of the i s s u e . Canada undertook to take new measures 

i n r e l a t i o n to the management, k i l l i n g methods and the c o n s e r v a t i o n of harp 

and hooded s e a l s i f t he re was s c i e n t i f i c proof showing t h e i r n e c e s s i t y i n 

exchange f o r a commitment from the Commission to e x c l u s i v e l y base i t s repor t 

and recommendations to the C o u n c i l on s c i e n t i f i c c o n s i d e r a t i o n s concerning 

management and k i l l i n g methods as we l l as on a c o o p e r a t i v e approach towards 

the e l a b o r a t i o n of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l framework f o r the management of s e a l s t o c k s -

The Commission had no d i f f i c u l t y i n agree ing t h a t , i n the l i g h t of the terms 

of the C o u n c i l D i r e c t i v e , f u r t h e r d i s c u s s i o n s shou ld address s c i e n t i f i c 

and conse rva t i on aspec ts and a l t e r n a t i v e s f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l coopera t ion 

i n the f i e l d of the management of s e a l s t o c k s . I t po in ted o u t , however, tha t 

the repor t must n e c e s s a r i l y dea l wi th a l l aspec ts of the sealpup ques t ion 

r e f e r r e d t o i n the D i r e c t i v e and tha t a c c o r d i n g l y i t cou ld not agree that i t s 

repor t should be based s o l e l y on s c i e n t i f i c c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . 

(Annex 2 ) . There has s i nce - i n s p i t e of repeated reminders by the Commission -

been no f u r t h e r communication from the Canadian s i d e and a c c o r d i n g l y no a c t i o n 

has been p o s s i b l e on the Commiss ion 's request f o r a meeting i n Ottawa 

between Canadian government and Commission r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . 

2 . 2 . Norway 

A f i r s t meeting f o l l o w i n g the adopt ion of the C o u n c i l D i r e c t i v e wi th Norwegian 

government r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s took p lace on 12 A p r i l 1983 du r ing which i t 

was po in ted out that the Norwegian government a t tached grea t importance 

to cont inued d i s c u s s i o n s with the Commission on the s e a l i s s u e . 

A second meeting was he ld on 24 June 1983 at which both the Canadian p roposa l s 

f o r research (see Annex I I of the Commission repor t of 15 February 1983 and 

the r e s u l t s of the 13-17 June NAFO meeting (see po in t 4 . 1 . 1 . ) were d i s c u s s e d . 

The Norwegian a u t h o r i t i e s a l s o p rov ided the Commission wi th i n f o r m a t i o n on the 



- 3 -

1983 hunt , the market s i t u a t i o n and fu tu re research on the s e a l spec ies concerned. 

The Norwegian p o s i t i o n on the Counc i l D i r e c t i v e can be summarized as being one 

of f u l l r ead iness to cooperate wi th the Commission and with Canada on the 

d e f i n i t i o n and execu t i on of necessary resea rch . Norway has a l l a long 

argued f o r the management of s tocks on a pu re l y s c i e n t i f i c b a s i s and that i n 

consequence there i s no b a s i s f o r the Counc i l D i r e c t i v e , which i s considered 

t o be an in f r ingement of the Free Trade Agreement wi th Norway; t he D i r e c t i v e 

i s moreover unnecessary because of the absence of a market f o r the products 

concerned - a s i t u a t i o n which seems l i k e l y to cont inue f o r at l e a s t the 

o p e r a t i v e p e r i o d of the D i r e c t i v e . 

3 . R e s u l t s of the 4th meeting of the Conference of the P a r t i e s to the Convention 

on I n t e r n a t i o n a l Trade in Endangered Spec ies of Wi ld Fauna and F l o r a  

(CITES) concern ing s e a l s 

A p roposa l from the Federa l Repub l ic of Germany to i nc l ude a l l t rue sea ls 

(Phocidae) i n Appendix II to the Convent ion was re j ec ted by the Conference 

of the P a r t i e s . I t was the view of most P a r t i e s present that measures 

concern ing the hooded sea l were j u s t i f i e d , but that the i n c l u s i o n of the 

e n t i r e f a m i l y f o r look a l i k e reasons was no t . Th is d i f f e r e n t i a t e d view 

c o u l d , however, not be expressed because the vote on ly concerned the 

comprehensive p r o p o s a l . 

4 . S c i e n t i f i c aspec ts and consequences f o r the management of harp and 

hooded s e a l s tocks 

4 . 1 . Assessment of harp and hooded sea l s tocks 

4 . 1 . 1 . Northwest A t l a n t i c 

On a j o i n t request of Canada and the European Economic Community on 

Management i n 1984 and 1985 of Seal Stocks i n the Northwest A t l a n t i c 

the ad hoc Working Group on Seals of the NAFO S c i e n t i f i c Counc i l met i n 

Dartmouth from 13 to 17 June 1983. I t s task was t o review and adv ise 

f o r both harp and hooded s e a l s on : 

a) cur rent stock s i z e and pup popu la t i on and recent t rends i n these 

parameters ; 

b) current replacement y i e l d and s u s t a i n a b l e y i e l d at present stock s i z e and 

i n the long term under vary ing op t ions of age composi t ions in the c a t c h , 

i n c l u d i n g that r e c e n t l y o c c u r r i n g ; s p e c i f i c a l l y , how would the 

replacement y i e l d change i f the age composi t ion of the catch changed 

from tha t r e c e n t l y observed? 
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c ) t rends i n p o p u l a t i o n s i z e based upon d i f f e r i n g l e v e l s of ca tch 

assuming quota r e g u l a t i o n of a l l removals except that by t r a d i t i o n a l 

hunt ing i n the Canadian A r c t i c and at Green land ; 

d) t rends i n c a t c h e s i n Canada, nor th of 60° N L a t i t u d e and at Greenland 

e) f u tu re research requirements and need f o r c o o r d i n a t i o n wi th ICES; 

f ) c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the I im i t s to any change in the p o p u l a t i o n abundance 

of hooded s e a l s over the next f i v e y e a r s , g i ven a range of ca tch 

l e v e l s main ta ined dur ing the p e r i o d . 

4 . 1 . 1 . 1 . R e s u l t s concerning harp s e a l s 

The conc lus i ons to be drawn from the meeting remain s u b s t a n t i a l l y the same 

as those of the ICES s tudy : the p o s s i b i l i t y that the p o p u l a t i o n has 

decreased s ince 1967 cannot be ru l ed ou t . (1) 

I t must, however, be noted tha t the low catch i n 1983 means that the p o p u l a t i o n 

shou ld a lsmost c e r t a i n l y i nc rease i f catches s tay around the 1983 l e v e l . 

I f the low es t ima tes of n a t u r a l m o r t a l i t y are c o r r e c t t he re shou ld be a 

very la rge (up to 50%) i nc rease i n p o p u l a t i o n s i z e over the next f i v e y e a r s . 

4 . 1 . 1 . 2 . Resu l t s concerning hooded s e a l s 

Apart from the f a c t tha t v i r t u a l l y no hooded s e a l s were taken by Canada 

and Norway in 1983, there was no new i n f o r m a t i o n . Some t r i a l c a l c u l a t i o n s 

were made using a minimum est imate of 15,000 f o r pup p r o d u c t i o n i n 1979 

and a range of m o r t a l i t y ra tes (0.07 - 0 . 1 3 ) . These i n d i c a t e d t h a t f o r 

q u i t e a wide range of m o r t a l i t y ra tes the p o p u l a t i o n cannot s u s t a i n even 

the ca tch i n Green land . Otherwise the genera l c o n c l u s i o n s do n o t d i f f e r 

from those of ICES. 

(1 ; A r e v i s e d v e r s i o n of a paper presented by Roff and Bowen to the October 1982 ICES 
meeting concern ing harp sea l popu la t i on dynamics was a v a i l a b l e to the Working 
Group. T h i s paper used a d i f f e r e n t method to c a l c u l a t e the a g e - s t r u c t u r e of the 
popu la t i on i n 1967 as a r e s u l t of which the es t imated n a t u r a l m o r t a l i t y was even 
lower than that p resented t o ICES (around 0.07 ra the r than 0.08 - 0.10) The 
Working Group cons idered tha t t h i s i nc reased the range of f e a s i b l e va l ues f o r 
na tu ra l m o r t a l i t y from the 0.08 - 0.11 used by ICES t o 0.05 - 0 . 1 1 . T h i s has 
the e f f e c t of i n c r e a s i n g upwards the range of s u s t a i n a b l e y i e l d s f o r the p o p u l a t i o n . 
The e f f e c t i v e n e s s of the Roff and Bowen techn iques f o r e s t i m a t i n g n a t u r a l m o r t a l i t y 
has , however, not been assessed by the Working Group. 

The Working Group repeated the c a l c u l a t i o n s c a r r i e d out by ICES us ing ranges f o r 
pup p roduc t i on i n 1967 and 1978-80 and v a r i o u s m o r t a l i t y r a t e s . 
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4 . 1 . 2 . Nor theast A t l a n t i c 

No ana l yses of Nor theast A t l a n t i c harp and hooded sea l s tocks were 
p u b l i s h e d or have been made a v a i l a b l e to the Commission. The Norwegian 

a u t h o r i t i e s i n d i c a t e d , however, that they are cons ide r i ng the regu la r 

submiss ion of t h e i r s c i e n t i f i c data on the Jan Mayen s tocks to the 

ICES ad hoc working Group on sea l s f o r adv ice to the Norway-USSR 

F i s h e r i e s Commission. 

The i n a b i l i t y to p rov ide s c i e n t i f i c a l l y determined es t ima tes of current 

pup p r o d u c t i o n and replacement y i e l d of hooded sea l s i s to a large 

ex tent r e l a t e d t o the lack of r e l i a b l e i n fo rmat ion on the s i z e of the s tocks . 

For the Northwest A t l a n t i c there are no s u f f i c i e n t da ta on the s i z e of 

the Front and Dav is S t r a i t h e r d s , the extent to which these mix along 

the coast of G reen land , the amount of in terchange between these two 

herds and the p o s s i b i l i t y of in terchange with the Jan Mayen herd . 

Such i n f o r m a t i o n i s c r i t i c a l f o r f u tu re adv ice on harvest l e v e l s of 

hooded s e a l s and the NAFO ad hoc Working Group t h e r e f o r e s t rong l y recommended 

an i n t e n s i v e one-year coord ina ted research program i n v o l v i n g : 

- s imu l taneous a e r i a l surveys of the Front and Davis S t r a i t breeding 

p o p u l a t i o n s and the r e q u i s i t e g r o u n d - t r u t h i n g ; 

- c o l l e c t i o n of adequate b i o l o g i c a l samples (500-750 females) f o r age 

compos i t i on a n a l y s i s and rep roduc t i ve ra tes at the F r o n t , Davis S t r a i t 

and along the Greenalnd c o a s t ; 

- tagg ing of pups at the F ron t , Davis S t r a i t and Jan Mayen. 

The age-sample from the Davis S t r a i t herd i s cons idered to be p a r t i c u l a r l y 

important because of the in fo rmat ion i t can p rov ide on t o t a l m o r t a l i t y 

ra te f o r t h i s h e r d , i t s rep roduc t i ve parameters and degree of mixing 

wi th o ther whelp ing he rds . 

The Canadian a u t h o r i t i e s have proposed to prepare such a comprehensive 

resea rch program (which c l o s e l y corresponds t o the Canadian proposa l 

g i ven i n Annex I I t o the Communication from the Commission to the Counc i l 

of 15 February 1983) f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the re levan t p a r t i e s f o r 

imp lementa t ion i n 1984. The s i t u a t i o n as regards the fu tu re implementat ion 

of necessary research work f o r hooded sea l s i s thus an encouraging one. 

The Commission remains f u l l y ready to cooperate i n such work. 

4 . 2 . Research 

4 . 2 . 1 . Hooded s e a l s 
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4 . 2 . 2 . Harp s e a l s 
The Commission agrees with the view tha t r e s e a r c h on hooded s e a l s 

i s more impor tant than on harp s e a l s but e x i s t i n g programmes on t h e 

l a t t e r s p e c i e s s h o u l d of course c o n t i n u e . A p a r t i c u l a r l y impor tant 

area f o r f u t u r e r e s e a r c h on harp s e a l s i s that of t h e i r i n t e r a c t i o n 

with f i s h s t o c k s . Given the low number of the 1983 ca tch and the 

expected r a p i d i n c r e a s e of the s t o c k s i f c a t c h e s s tay around that 

L e v e l , the demand f o r management measures i s l i k e l y to i n c r e a s e 

as w e l l . 

The Commission w i l l f o l l o w up t h i s matter in i t s f u t u r e r e q u e s t s 

f o r a d v i c e to the NAFO S c i e n t i f i c C o u n c i l . 

4 . 3 . Consequences f o r the management of harp and hooded s e a l s t o c k s 

4 . 3 . 1 . Management s t r a t e g i e s 

A f a c t o r to be taken i n t o account i s t h a t , in view of the low d e m a n d 

f o r whi tecoat and b lueback p e l t s , the a c t u a l commercia l take of 

harp and hooded s e a l s by Canada and Norway was low i n 1983 and lower 

than the c o n f i d e n c e l i m i t s of any proposed TAC. T h i s s i t u a t i o n i s 

not l i k e l y to change in the next coup le of y e a r s . 

T A C ' s s h o u l d , however, be e s t a b l i s h e d on b a s i s of sound s tock 

management p r i n c i p l e s , w h i l s t both the s i z e and na ture of the 

a c t u a l take may vary w i t h i n the g i v e n l i m i t s as a r e s u l t of 

economic c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . In 1983, T A C ' s f o r harp s e a l s were set at 

the same l e v e l as in p r e v i o u s years d e s p i t e of the u n c e r t a i n t i e s 

r e f l e c t e d in the ICES r e p o r t . The Northwest A t l a n t i c TAC f o r hooded 

s e a l s was on ly reduced by 20 %. The Commission a c c e p t s the view 

expressed by IUCN i n December 1982 tha t - g i v e n the e x i s t i n g 

u n c e r t a i n t i e s and as long as these cannot be a d e q u a t e l y removed -

a c a u t i o u s management of harp s e a l s , wi th s u f f i c i e n t s a f e t y f a c t o r s 

to a l low f o r these u n c e r t a i n t i e s , i s n e c e s s a r y . C o n s e q u e n t l y , on 

s c i e n t i f i c grounds ca tch quotas f o r harp s e a l s s h o u l d be set more 

c o n s e r v a t i v e l y than h e r e t o f o r e u n t i l such t ime as the s t a t u s and 

t r e n d s in the p o p u l a t i o n s can be more f i r m l y e s t a b l i s h e d ; f o r hooded 

s e a l s , g i v e n the more dangerous l e v e l of u n c e r t a i n t y s u r r o u n d i n g 

t h e i r s t a t u s , the re s h o u l d be s i g n i f i c a n t l y reduced quotas or even 

a temporary c e s s a t i o n of the h u n t . The i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of the 

r e s e a r c h programmes d i s c u s s e d above would c o n t r i b u t e c o n s i d e r a b l y 

to the r e d u c t i o n of e x i s t i n g u n c e r t a i n t i e s . 
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4 . 3 . 2 . Framework f o r the management of sea l s tocks 

The Commission, as i n d i c a t e d in i t s communication to the Counc i l of 15 

February 1983, ho lds the view that the c r e a t i o n of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

s e a l i n g convent ion as proposed by Canada i s not the proper response 

to the problems i nvo l ved i n the management of sea l s tocks i n p a r t i c u l a r 

because of the ove r lap with e x i s t i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s (NAFO 

and ICES) and the f a c t that Norway might f i n d i t d i f f i c u l t to p a r t i c i p a t e in such 

o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

The Norwegian i n t e n t i o n to i nvo l ve ICES i n s c i e n t i f i c matters concerning 

the Nor theas t A t l a n t i c s t rengthens the Commission i n t h i s v iew. 

5 . The 1983 hunt 

5 . 1 . Harp s e a l s 

5 . 1 . 1 . Northwest A t l a n t i c 

P r o v i s i o n a l i n fo rma t i on on the regu la ted Canadian catch in 1983 i n d i c a t e s 

that t h i s was s u b s t a n t i a l l y lower than in prev ious years : around 50,000 

compared wi th 160,000 - 190,000, because of low demand. Very few whi tecoats 

were t a k e n . From a conservat ion v iewpoint i t i s important to note that 

a s h i f t of the hunt to animals over 1 year of age d i d not take p l a c e . 

It i s expected t h a t , as i n p rev ious y e a r s , an a d d i t i o n a l 20 - 25,000 sea ls 

w i l l be taken in the A r c t i c Canadian and Greenland c a t c h . Norway d i d not 

p a r t i c i p a t e i n the Newfoundland seal hunt dur ing 1983. 

5 . 1 . 2 . Nor theast A t l a n t i c 

No exact f i g u r e can be g i ven f o r the 1983 hunt i n the White S e a , where an 

average of 50,000 harp sea l pups has been taken in recent y e a r s , (of which 

15-17,000 bea te rs were taken by Norwegian v e s s e l s ) . In 1983 4 Norwegian 

v e s s e l s took 18,089 harp sea l s from the White Sea herd of which 431 were pups 

of between 4 and 20 weeks. 

At Jan Kayen 2 Norwegian . v e s s e l s took 3,318 harp s e a l s (12,000 in 1982) 

of which 742 were young of the year but i nc luded no wh i t ecoa ts . 

5 . 2 . Hooded s e a l s 

5 . 2 . 1 . Northwest A t l a n t i c 

No hooded sea l s were taken at the Front by large v e s s e l s dur ing 1983 because 

of low demand f o r hooded sea l p e l t s . Up to 3 June 50 pups and 64 o l de r 

sea l s had been taken by landsmen at the F ron t . I f the Greenland catches 
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of hooded sea l s remain at the p rev ious l e v e l (most recent 

es t imate i s 5,600 i n 1980) the expected ca tch f o r the Northwest 

A t l a n t i c w i l l be l e s s than 6 ,000 , whereas the es t imated average ca tches 

s ince the e a r l y 1970 's have been about 16,000. 

5 . 2 . 2 . Nor theast A t l a n t i c 

Only 86 adu l t hooded s e a l s were taken by Norwegian v e s s e l s at Jan Mayen 

in 1983 (as compared with approx imate ly 13,500 - of which between 70 

and 80% bluebacks - i n 1982) . 

6 . Measures taken in the Member S ta tes 

The Commission i s at present examining recent i n f o r m a t i o n p rov ided by Member 

S ta tes on measures taken to prevent the i m p o r t a t i o n of sealpup s k i n s . 

For i t s par t the Commission i s i n v e s t i g a t i n g the p o s s i b i l i t y of c r e a t i n g 

new NIf.EXE subheadings i n order to f a c i l i t a t e the s u r v e i l l a n c e by customs 

of the e f f e c t i v e n e s s of the measures t o be taken by Member S ta tes i n 

accordance w i th Counc i l D i r e c t i v e 83/129/EEC and t o guard aga ins t the 

d e l i b e r a t e or a c c i d e n t a l m i s - d e s c r i p t i o n of the sk ins and p roduc ts 

concerned under an a l l i e d head ing . 

7. Methods and c i rcumstances of the 1983 hunt 

7 . 1 . K i l l i n g methods 

As almost no baby s e a l s were hunted i n 1983 the use of c l u b s and hakapiks 

as s tunning d e v i c e s was p r a c t i c a l l y n o n - e x i s t e n t . S ince the 

communication from the Commission t o the C o u n c i l of 15 February 1983 the re i s 

no new i n f o r m a t i o n on the use and the development of a l t e r n a t i v e k i l l i n g methods 

f o r sea l pups. 

7 . 2 . Market s i t u a t i o n 

The low demand f o r s e a l s k i n p roducts i n g e n e r a l , and f o r those d e r i v e d from 

sealpups i n p a r t i c u l a r , has over recent years led to the b u i l d up of l a rge 

unsold s tocks of s k i n s . Together wi th the u n c e r t a i n ou t l ook f o r t r ade on the 

Community market t h i s s i t u a t i o n made the nain buyers of s e a l p e l t s announce before 

the opening of the 1983 sealhunt tha t they would not buy any wh i tecoa t or blueback 

p e l t s t h i s year and probab ly not i n the next two or t h ree years e i t h e r . 
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8. Sommai re 

(i) The June 1983 NAFO assessments support the doubts raised concerning the 

population status of the harp and hooded seals by the October 1982 ICES 

study. 

( i i ) In tens i f ied research e f fo r ts concerning hooded seals stocks are essent ia l 

for the establishment of a s c i e n t i f i c basis for future decisions on thei r 

management. 

( i i i ) Research on harp seals should continue. Their in teract ion with f i s h stocks 

i s l i k e l y to become a major future issue and, given the present lack of 

in format ion, t h i s aspect should be examined more c l o s e l y . 

(iv) However, i t must be recognized that resul ts of the research e f for ts referred 

to in point 4 .2 . w i l l only be ava i lab le in a couple of years . 

(v) The resu l ts of the NAFO study underl ine the necessity for a cautious 

management of harp seals as long as the ex is t ing uncerta int ies cannot be 

adequately removed. In the case of the hooded seal there should be 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y reduces TAC's and quotas or even a cessation of the commercial 

hunt. 

(vi) The Conference of the Part ies to CITES was unable to take measures for the 

hooded s e a l . 

(vii) The d i r e c t i v e 83/129/EEC has lead to a reduction of the harvest below the 

lower l imi t of the replacement y i e l d , e f fect which i s l i ke ly to last 2 - 3 

years , thereby making a considerable contr ibut ion to improving the 

conservation status of both the harp and the hooded s e a l . 

(vi i i ) In view of the general a t t i tude towards the t r a d i t i o n a l Inuit hunt i t is to be 

hoped that the app l ica t ion of the Direct ive w i l l contribute to reducing 

poss ib le negative e f fec ts of the present low demand for sealskin products 

in general on the commercial out lets for Inuit produced p e l t s . 

(ix) The fur ther contacts of the Commission with Canada and Norway did not 

br ing about a s i t u a t i o n which would make the app l ica t ion of Direct ive 

83/129/EEC superfluous because: 



- 10 -

(a) The f a c t t h a t h a r d l y any w tv i tecoa ts and b l u e b a c k s were t a k e n i n 1983 

i s t he r e s u l t of the v e r y low demand f o r t h e s e p r o d u c t s i n r e c e n t 

y e a r s and the poor o u t l o o k f o r t h i s t r a d e as a r e s u l t o f the 

measures t a k e n o r e n v i s a g e d i n c o n n e c t i o n , w i t h t he R e s o l u t i o n of the 

C o u n c i l and t he r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f the governments o f t he Member S t a t e s 

of 5 J a n u a r y 1983 and the C o u n c i l D i r e c t i v e of 28 March 1983 . 

(b) Both Canada and Norway se t the t o t a l a l l o w a b l e c a t c h e s at the same 

l e v e l s as i n p r e v i o u s y e a r s n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g the u n c e r t a i n t i e s ove r t he 

c o n s e r v a t i o n s t a t u s of harp and hooded s e a l s r a i s e d by the Oc tober 

1982 ICES s t u d y . 

( c ) No a c t i o n was t a k e n by Canada and Norway to meet t he o b j e c t i o n s a g a i n s t the 

k i l l i n g o f newborn s e a l s . I t seems p r o b a b l e t h a t had t h e r e been a market 

f o r w h i t e c o a t and b lueback p e l t s , t h e r e wou ld have been a hunt as i n 

p r e v i o u s y e a r s on t he same s c a l e , w i t h the same methods and under t he 

same c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 

9 . CONCLUSION 

- In v iew of the above t h e Commiss ion has d e c i d e d no t t o make a p r o p o s a l 

to mod i f y D i r e c t i v e 8 3 / 1 2 9 / E E C and i s of the o p i n i o n t h a t i t s h o u l d be 

a p p l i e d f o r the e n v i s a g e d p e r i o d and t h a t t he s i t u a t i o n s h o u l d be 

r e c o n s i d e r e d by September 1985 . 
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L a M i s s i o n du Canada présente S Q B c o m p l i m e n t s 

à l a C o m m i s s i o n d e s Communautés européennes e t a l ' h o n n e u r 

de s e r e p o r t e r à une s u g g e s t i o n avancée récemment p a r l a 

C o m m i s s i o n en vue d ' o r g a n i s e r une série de r e n c o n t r e s p o u r 

d i s c u t e r de l a s u i t e à d o n n e r à l a D i r e c t i v e du C o n s e i l des 

M i n i s t r e s de l ' E n v i r o n n e m e n t , en d a t e du 28 mars 1983, 

c o n c e r n a n t l ' i m p o r t a t i o n de c e r t a i n e s p e a u x de phoques e t 

de p r o d u i t s dérivés de c e s p h o q u e s . 

Le G o u v e r n e m e n t du Canada a été encouragé de ce 

que l a Communauté a accepté de c o l l a b o r e r â l a préparation 

d'une demande c o n j o i n t e s o l l i c i t a n t l ' a v i s du C o n s e i l 

S c i e n t i f i q u e de l ' O r g a n i s a t i o n des Pêches de l ' A t l a n t i q u e 

N o r d - O u e s t ( O P A N O ) , r e l a t i v e m e n t â l a g e s t i o n d es p o p u l a t i o n s 

de p h o q u e s , v u l ' e n t e n t e de p a r t e t d ' a u t r e que c e t a v i s 

était sollicité p a r c e q u ' i l e s t p e r t i n e n t aux décisions à 

p r e n d r e p a r l e s p a r t i e s requérantes. 
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Le G o u v e r n e m e n t du C a n a d a s e r a h e u r e u x , s u i t e à l a 

D i r e c t i v e du C o n s e i l du 28 mars 1 9 8 3 , de p a r t i c i p e r à d e s 

d i s c u s s i o n s supplémentaires s o u s réserve de l ' e n g a g e m e n t p a r l e s 

d e u x p a r t i e s de b a s e r l e u r r e c o m m a n d a t i o n s e t l e u r s a c t i o n s f u t u r e s , 

e x c l u s i v e m e n t s u r d e s p r e u v e s s c i e n t i f i q u e s o b j e c t i v e s e t s u r 

l e s a p p r o c h e s coopératives de g e s t i o n i n t e r n a t i o n a l e q u i p o u r r o n t 

être élaborées. P o u r s a p a r t , l e G o u v e r n e m e n t du C a n a d a s e r a i t 

prêt, s i l a p r e u v e s c i e n t i f i q u e en démontrait l a nécessité, à 

p r e n d r e de n o u v e l l e s m e s u r e s r e l a t i v e m e n t à l a g e s t i o n , aux 

méthodes de c a p t u r e e t à l a c o n s e r v a t i o n d e s s t o c k s de p h o q u e s 

h a r p e s ( d u G r o e n l a n d ) e t à c a p u c h o n . En c o n t r e p a r t i e l e Gouvernement 

du C a n a d a d e m a n d e r a i t à l a C o m m i s s i o n de s o u s c r i r e à un engagement 

équivalent t o u c h a n t s o n r a p p o r t e t s e s r e c o m m a n d a t i o n s au C o n s e i l 

d e s M i n i s t r e s s u r l a nécessité de r e s t r e i n d r e l e commerce d e s 

p r o d u i t s du phoque ou d ' e n v i s a g e r d e s s o l u t i o n s de r e c h a n g e , de 

s o r t e q u ' i l s s o i e n t fondés a u s s i e x c l u s i v e m e n t s u r d e s considérations 

s c i e n t i f i q u e s r e l a t i v e s à l a g e s t i o n , à l a c o n s e r v a t i o n , e t aux 

méthodes de c a p t u r e utilisées p o u r l e s s t o c k s de p h o q u e s h a r p e s 

(du G r o e n l a n d ) e t à c a p u c h o n f a i n s i que s u r l e s a p p r o c h e s coopéra-

t i v o s de g e s t i o n i n t e r n a t i o n a l e q u i p o u r r o n t être élaborées. 

S i l a C o m m i s s i o n e s t prête à coopérer s u r c e t t e b a s e , l e 

G o u v e r n e m e n t du C a n a d a s e r a h e u r e u x de désigner d e s représentants 

p o u r r e n c o n t r e r l e s représentants de l a C o m m i s s i o n à O t t a w a , aux 

f i n s d e s d i s c u s s i o n s susmentionnées. 
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La Mission du Canada s a i s i t cette occasion pour renouveler 

à l a Commission des Communautés européennes l'assurance de sa 

très haute considération. 

BRUXELLES 

30 m a i 1983 
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Af >;r u 
D E L E G A T I O N O F T H E C O M M I S S I O N O F T H E E U R O P E A N C O M M U N I T I E S 

D E L E G A T I O N D E L A C O M M I S S I O N D E S C O M M U N A U T E S E U R O P E E N N E S 

MOTE VERBALE 

1 ..The D e l e g a t i o n o f t h e C o m m i s s i o n o f t h e E u r o p e a n 

C o m m u n i t i e s i n C a n a d a p r e s e n t s i t s c o m p l i m e n t s t o C h e De
p a r t m e n t o f E x t e r n a l A f f a i r s a n d r e f e r s t o t h e N o t e o f t h e 
M i s s i o n o f C a n a d a t o t h e E u r o p e a n C o m m u n i t i e s n o . 1804 o f 
30 May 1 9 8 3 , r e g a r d i n g t h e f o l l o w - u p t o be g i v e n t o t h e 

. C o u n c i l D i r e c t i v e o f 28 M a r c h 1 9 8 3 on t h e i m p o r t a t i o n i n t o 
t h e C o m m u n i t y M e m b e r S t a t e s o f t h e s k i n s o f c e r t a i n s e a l p u p s 
and' o f p r o d u c t s d e r i v e d t h e r e f r o m . 

T h e C o m m i s s i o n i s c o n v i n c e d o f t h e n e c e s s i t y t o 

c o n t i n u e i t s d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h C a n a d i a n g o v e r n m e n t r e p r e s e n -

t a t i v e s on t h e f o l l o w - u p t o be g i v e n t o t h e C o u n c i l D i r e c 

t i v e a n d w e l c o m e s t h e w i l l i n g n e s s o f t h e C a n a d i a n g o v e r n m e n t 

t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n s u c h d i s c u s s i o n s . I t a g r e e s t h a t , i n t i i e 

l i g h t o f t h e t e r m s o f t h e D i r e c t i v e , s u c h d i s c u s s i o n s s h o u l d 

c o n c e n t r a t e o n t h e s c i e n t i f i c a n d c o n s e r v a t i o n a s p e c t s o f 

t h e m a t t e r a n d on a l t e r n a t i v e s f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l ' c o o p e r a t i o n 

i n t h e ' f i e l d o f t h e m a n a g e m e n t o f s e a l s t o c k s . I t r e n e w s 

i t s s u g g e s t i o n t h a t a n e a r l y m e e t i n g s h o u l d be a r r a n g e d f o r 

t h i s p u r p o s e . 

W h i l e t h e C o m m i s s i o n w i l l c e r t a i n l y be r e a d y t o 

b r i n g| to t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h e C o u n c i l t h e r e q u e s t ; o f t h e 

C a n a d i a n g o v e r n m e n t t h a t f u t u r e d e c i s i o n s r e l a t e d t o h a r p 

and h o o d e d s e a l s s h o u l d be b a s e d o n s c i e n t i f i c g r o u n d s 

o n l y , i t c a n n o t , h o w e v e r , a c c e p t t h e C a n a d i a n s u g g e s t i o n 

t h a t i t s h o u l d c o m m i t i t s e l f t o b a s i n g i t s r e p o r t a n d r e c o m 

m e n d a t i o n s t o t h e C o u n c i l e x c l u s i v e l y on s c i e n t i f i c c o n s i 

d e r a t i o n s r e l a t i n g t o m a n a g e m e n t , c o n s e r v a t i o n a n d h u n t i n g 

m e t h o d s . I t s r e p o r t m u s t n e c e s s a r i l y d e a l w i t h a l l a s p e c t s 
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P a g e 2 . 

o f t h e s e a l p u p q u e s t i o n t h a t a r e r e f e r r e d t o i n t h e D i r e c 
t i v e . 

I n t h e N o t e f r o m t h e C a n a d i a n M i s s i o n d a t e d 30 May 
1 9 8 3 t h e C a n a d i a n g o v e r n m e n t p r o p o s e s a m e e t i n g i n O t t a w a 
w i t h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e j C o m m i s s i o n . I n t h e Comm i s s i o*1 ' s 

v i e w i t w o u l d be h e l p f u l i f s u c h a m e e t i n g c o u l d t a k e p l a c e 
a s s o o n a s p o s s i b l e a f t e r t h e NAFO m e e t i n g on h a r p a n d h o o d e d 
s e a l s t o . be h e l d i n H a l i f a x f r o m 1 3 - 1 7 J u n e 1 9 8 3 . T h e Com~ 

• m i s s i o n a c c o r d i n g l y s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e p r o p o s e d m e e t i n g i n 
O t t a w a s h o u l d be h e l d on 27 o r 28 J u n e 1 9 8 3 . 

T h e D e l e g a t i o n o f t h e C o m m i s s i o n o f t h e E u r o p e a n 
C o m m u n i t i e s i n C a n a d a a v a i l s i t s e l f o f t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
r e n e w t o t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f E x t e r n a l A f f a i r s t h e a s s u r a n c e s • 
o f i t s h i g h e s t c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

O t t a w a , 15 J u n e 1 9 8 3 

D e p a r t m e n t o f E x t e r n a l A f f a i r s 
P r o t o c o l D i v i s i o n 
L e s t e r B. P e a r s o n b u i l d i n g 
1 2 5 S u s s e x D r i v e 
O t t a w a , O n t a r i o 
K1 A 0C2 
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